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The European Corn Borer (ECB) will 
reproduce on snap beans, although they are 
not its preferred host. They overwinter as 
larvae primarily in field corn crop residue. 
Mating occurs in grassy and weedy areas and 
the females move into snap beans, sweet corn 
and other crops to lay eggs. The females will 
lay 500 eggs in groups of 5 to 50. Larvae of 
the first and second generation bore into 
pods of snap beans to feed on the bean. 
Damaged pods show entry holes, possibly 
surrounded by excrement called frass. 
 
 
Although ECB feeding injury probably does not reduce yield, growers must avoid product 
contamination by both larvae and damaged pods. Uncontrolled, the ECB would damage 1-2% of the 
snap bean pods. Since larvae are located inside the pod, it is very difficult to grade out larvae-
containing pods. However, during processing, larvae can migrate out of the pods and float to the top 
of the food package, providing an unpleasant surprise for the consumer [1]. Processors reject beans 
having infestations in excess of one larva per 1000 pods [2],[3]. Many field infestations would 
exceed this level if insecticides were not sprayed [4]. In North Central states, the ECB would result 
in 100% lost green bean production on 85% of the acres without treatment [5]. Preventive 
treatment is necessary if the buyer requires 100% pest injury-free beans, which is usually the case 
for beans grown for processing. 
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