
CropLife Foundation Participates in Gates Foundation Weed Control 

Workshop 

CropLife Foundation consultant Leonard Gianessi participated in a three-day (February 26-28) 

Cassava Weed Management Convening Workshop at the IITA (International Institute of Tropical 

Agriculture) Headquarters in Ibadan, Nigeria. The meeting was sponsored by the Bill & Melinda 

Gates Foundation which has interest in raising cassava production through improved weed 

management. The meeting was successful in meeting the goal of the Gates Foundation project 

officer, Lawrence Kent, in that the thirty attendees hammered out a management plan for a 

herbicide research and adoption project for cassava in Nigeria. This plan will be presented 

shortly for a decision on whether the Foundation will solicit a project proposal. Leonard 

presented a talk to the group summarizing his research and outreach efforts concerning the 

need for herbicides in Africa. He included a description of how CropLife can assist in the project. 

Of particular interest to the group was the Spray Service Provider program that CropLife Zambia 

pioneered with recent expansion into cocoa farms in West Africa. 

Leonard’s talk was attended by Nteranya Sanginga, IITA Director General, who commented to 

the group that herbicides are essential for Nigerian agriculture. He referred to IITA’s program to 

research and promote low input agriculture beginning in the 1980s as a failure and assured the 

group that IITA and the Ministry of Agriculture in Nigeria (headed by Akin Adesina [the recipient 

of CropLife Foundation’s first Borlaug award]) are fully engaged in promoting the use of inputs. 

One of the outputs from the work group discussions was an initial list of new herbicides to be 

included in the herbicide trials for cassava.  This discussion was led by Purdue weed scientist 

Steve Weller.  One of the participants in this work group was Bayer CropScience’s Mohamed 

Elsherif. Kent told the meeting attendees that Gates wants input from all Companies that might 

want their products included in the tests. If you want to discuss the use of your company’s 

products in this research program for cassava in Nigeria, contact Leonard at 

lgianessi@croplifefoundation.org. 
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CropLife members at the workshop: 

L-R Abed El Aziz Ahmad (Jubaili 

Agrotec), Wole Ilori (Harvest Fields), 

Leonard, Patrick Ohaji (Dizengoff) 

and Olaposi Akinwuntan (biostadt).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leonard with Bayer’s Mohamed 

Elsherif and Purdue’s Steve Weller.    

 


